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That is because it respects a cher-
ished American value, freedom of con-
science regarding our deepest religious
beliefs. Now, that freedom is under at-
tack by radicals running this country.
Their assault on the Hyde amendment
threatens to undo this important pro-
tection for the lives of millions and the
consciences of millions more.

That is why we need H.R. 18, the No
Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the Committees on En-
ergy and Commerce, Ways and Means,
and the Judiciary be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 18, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
DEGETTE). Under guidelines consist-
ently issued by successive Speakers, as
recorded in section 956 of the House
Rules and Manual, the Chair is con-
strained not to entertain the request
unless it has been cleared by the bipar-
tisan floor and committee leaderships.

——

NO TIME TO WASTE ON
INFRASTRUCTURE

(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the INVEST in
America Act, an important moment in
the fight to upgrade our national infra-
structure.

I am so glad to see the House take a
critical step toward fulfilling many of
the key priorities laid out in the Amer-
ican Jobs Plan by passing this bill.

I want to be really frank. There is no
time to waste on this. We urgently
need to fix the roads, bridges, tunnels,
and drainage systems that we see
crumbling around the country.

Not only does the INVEST Act ad-
dress some of the key infrastructure
needs of our country, but it also cre-

ates good-paying, middle-class jobs
that will turbocharge economic
growth.

The INVEST Act also includes $20
million in key infrastructure invest-
ments for my district, Pennsylvania’s
Seventh, that will support our econ-
omy and make roads safer for both mo-
torists and pedestrians. I am proud to
have secured this funding for my com-
munity.

We have more work to do to get an
infrastructure package finalized, sent
to the President’s desk, and signed into
law. Our country simply cannot wait
any longer, but I am proud to support
the INVEST Act and to get us one step
closer to that goal.

———

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT
(Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota

asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota.
Fifty million, Madam Speaker. The
WHO estimates that 50 million abor-
tions are performed each year. It is a
soul-rending number.

Of course, abortion is a deeply divi-
sive legal, political, and moral dispute,
but despite that fact, for 45 years, this
body has been able to come together to
accept the powerful message of the
Hyde amendment, that taxpayer fund-
ing should never be used for abortion.

When I think about what we can do
together, that is a powerful message. It
is in that spirit that I ask unanimous
consent that the relevant committees
be discharged from any further consid-
eration of H.R. 18, the No Taxpayer
Funding for Abortion Act, and I ask for
its immediate consideration by this
House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair has previously advised, the re-
quest cannot be entertained absent ap-
propriate clearance.

——
BOLD ACTION ON CLIMATE CRISIS

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, 1
year ago today, I joined my colleagues
on the Select Committee on the Cli-
mate Crisis and we released our bold,
comprehensive, science-based climate
action plan. Our plan is a roadmap for
solving the climate crisis, and I am
thrilled that we are advancing many of
its provisions this week as part of the
INVEST in America Act.

The transportation sector is the larg-
est source of energy-related carbon di-
oxide emissions in the country, and the
pollution disproportionately affects
low-income communities and commu-
nities of color. We must take bold ac-
tion to mitigate the climate crisis, and
that includes advancing the INVEST in
America Act.

This bill would help decarbonize our
transportation sector by investing in
electric vehicle charging infrastruc-
ture, zero-emission buses, and transit.
It will increase the resilience of our
communities by strengthening
predisaster mitigation efforts, sup-
porting the use of natural infrastruc-
ture, and restoring fish passages. And
importantly, this bill also invests in
the people who will rebuild our Na-
tion’s infrastructure.

By passing the INVEST in America
Act, we can protect our planet, create
good-paying jobs, and truly begin to
build back better. I thank Chairs CAS-
TOR, DEFAZIO, and PALLONE for their
leadership.

SKYROCKETING VIOLENT CRIME

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, in
large cities across America, violent
crime rates are skyrocketing. At the
same time, many of our Democrat col-
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leagues are leading dangerous calls to
defund the police and take cops off the
streets.

I can’t believe this needs to be said,
but demonizing law enforcement will
not make our streets safer. This kind
of rhetoric makes it more difficult for
police officers to do their jobs and
harder for local departments to attract
new officers.

Just look at the cities which are ex-
periencing the largest spikes in violent
crime. Homicides are up 533 percent in
Portland, 58 percent in Atlanta, 37 per-
cent in Philadelphia, and 22 percent in
Los Angeles. Each of these cities has
embraced the same antipolice rhetoric
that we have heard from Democrats in
this very Chamber. Now, in a bizarre
twist of logic, Democrats are trying to
shift the blame to Republicans.

The only way to solve this problem is
to reestablish respect for law enforce-
ment and make sure they have the sup-
port and resources needed to protect
themselves and our communities.

———
TIME TO STEP UP

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker,
I am thrilled that, this week, we bring
up the INVEST in America Act, part of
Joe Biden’s American Jobs Plan, some-
thing that we have been waiting for for
many years.

We have had infrastructure week
after infrastructure week. We actually
have a real one this week because we
will be voting on the INVEST in Amer-
ica Act, something that will invest $700
billion into America’s roads, bridges,
tunnels, rail systems, water systems,
and sewer systems, things that the
Greatest Generation handed down to
us. They came back from World War II
after all the suffering and all the
losses, and they sucked it up and actu-
ally contributed more.

All of these investments in American
infrastructure that happened after
World War 1II, we have been
disinvesting in those things. It is time
for us to step up to the plate and invest
in America with the INVEST in Amer-
ica Act.

Let’s get it done, and let’s do it on a
bipartisan basis. We all need to invest
in our great Nation.

————

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, H.R. 18
must be immediately brought to the
House floor for a vote.

The No Taxpayer Funding for Abor-
tion Act would make the Hyde amend-
ment and other current abortion fund-
ing prohibitions permanent and gov-
ernmentwide.
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